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LITERAL:
I'M NOT HUNGRY.

Subtext: I'm upset and I don’t want to
talk about it.
Cultural Context: In Southern
Black households, retusing food
can signal emotional withdrawal,
often seen as disrespect or

rebellion.



LITERAL:
THAT’S INTERESTING.

Subtext: I completely disagree but I'm
being polite.
Cultural Context: A polite
deflection in white Southern or
Northern academic culture; can
S be misread by literal

communicators.




LITERAL:
SHE’S GOT A LOT GOING ON.

Subtext: She’s going through serious

problems.
Cultural Context: A coded phrase in

Black communities that invites

compassion while avoiding gossip.




Subtext: | donit think that outfit Is appropriate.

Cultural Context: Southern
womanhood often polices
femininity through indirect

appearance Cues.
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Subtext: Sheis pitiful.

Cultural Context: Classic
Southern phrase that
masquerades as kindness while
conveying pity, judgment, or even
scorn.


















